
AIDA Research 
Agenda
AIDA’s Research Agenda 
aims to facilitate the creation 
and application of a strong 
evidence base to inform 
research, policy and programs 
that impact upon Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander 
medical students and doctors, 
as well as health outcomes of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people. 

The AIDA research agenda:
• is oriented to improve health 

outcomes in the health and 
wellbeing of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander people;

• is driven by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities and 
provides benefits to people involved in, or affected by research; and

• affirms social justice and human rights, including 
the right to self-determination.

AIDA supports research that:
• protects Indigenous knowledge and maintains the integrity 

of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures;

• fosters the highest ethical and scientific standards 
and applies best-practice guidelines;

• builds on the success and lessons learnt from 
previous research, evaluations and reviews;

• is consultative and collaborative, including listening to and acting 
on priorities identified by Indigenous communities; and

• builds the capacity of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
individuals, organisations and communities.

‘Aboriginal people have always been 
researchers. You don’t survive for 80,000 
years in this country without knowing where 
the right foods are or how to understand the 
cycles of nature.’
Professor Alex Brown  
Deputy Director and Program Leader Aboriginal Research, SAHMRI

AIDA-SAHMRI  
Research 
Masterclass
The Wardliparinga Aboriginal 
Research Unit within the 
South Australian Health and 
Medical Research Institute 
(SAHMRI) is focused on the 
significant gap between 
the health status and life 
opportunities available 
to Aboriginal people 
when compared to other 
Australians. Wardliparinga’s 
goal is to generate positive, 
long-term change for 
Aboriginal families and 
communities.

In order to support shared research priorities, AIDA and  
the Wardliparingga Aboriginal Research Unit agreed to  
work together to assist members to better translate  
research evidence into practice. 

From this partnership, the first AIDA-SAHMRI Research 
Masterclass was held in August 2014. Eleven Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander medical students and doctors attended the 
first Masterclass, which was facilitated by Professor Alex Brown, 
Professor Ngiare Brown and Dr Carol Davy.

More recently, the 2015 Research Masterclass was held  
at Charles Darwin University in May and convened by  
Dr Carol Davy and Ms Kim Morey. 

‘The most important thing is that we need to 
make sure we are doing the right thing by our 
community and by our people.’
Associate Professor Kelvin Kong

‘It’s about getting our clinicians to bring 
their cultural understanding, working with 
communities to make sure that we actually 
address the questions that communities want 
to know around their own health, and how to 
actually make improvements in that regard.’
Ms Kate Thomann 
AIDA CEO 

AIDA  
RESEARCH MASTERCLASS 

LIME Connection VI – Townsville
1-2 pm, Thursday 13 August 2015

Speaker: Dr Tammy Kimpton, AIDA President
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