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‘The history of  research for Indigenous people is tied to the history 
of colonisation…..History was told through the eyes of the colonisers. 
Indigenous people tended not to have a voice and were 
dehumanized or ‘othered’ as objects of scientific research. 

Cultural  practices were misrepresented and described in ways that 
reflected non-Indigenous’ values, beliefs and prejudices’  

Source: Laycock et al, 2011

Historical Context



CREATE - Vision

Centre of Research Excellence in Aboriginal 
Chronic Disease Knowledge Translation and 

Exchange
CREATE aims to assist the Aboriginal health sector 

better collate, document and use existing knowledge 
on better ways to coordinate and provide chronic 
disease prevention & treatment. It will translate 

evidence into practical tools for health services to 
improve their services & care.



• Systematic Reviews:  produce forms of most reliable and useful 
evidence to guide and inform decision makers in the health arena 

• However, this form of evidence has been under utilised within the 
Australian Indigenous Health landscape as a tool to inform decision 
making

• Lack of attention to Indigenous worldviews in primary research, and 
this has been replicated in systematic review method guidance and 
tools. 

• Quality needs to meet both Standardised methods as well as 
Indigenous ethical perspectives and values

Why develop an Indigenous Appraisal 
Instrument?



Iinsert word maps

Existing tools and guidance

Isn’t this simply a matter of locating, 
synthesising and appraising evidence using our 

existing tools?



But, viewed from an Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander perspective…

Who decides 
what quality 

is?

What 
counts as 
evidence?

What is a legitimate topic 
of study?

What makes some evidence 
better (or worse) than others?

How do we 
measure 
‘health’?



• Established a Methods Group

• Methods group membership consists of 10 members – five senior 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander researchers and five senior non-
Indigenous researchers

• Three main strategies used by the group to develop the tool:
• Nominal group technique 
• Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander lens
• NHMRC Guidelines

Methods – How have we gone
about it? 



• A draft tool with 18 questions aligned to four key themes, which focus 
on Indigenous perspectives of quality has been developed. 

Some examples of questions relating to the four key themes include: 

Ethics
• Did the researchers negotiate agreements in regards to rights 

of access to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples’ 
intellectual and cultural property?

Empowerment

• Did the research respond to a need or priority determined by 
the community?

Results  



Reciprocity

• Was there shared decision making between the researchers and 
the relevant Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander governance 
structures with respect to research conceptualisation and 
development, data analysis and interpretation, and report 
writing?

Knowledge Systems
• Was the research guided by an Indigenous research paradigm 

(ontology, epistemology, methodology and axiology)?

Results  



• Still a work in progress

• Designed to be used in conjunction with existing critical 
appraisal tools

• Does the instrument use a:

• Scoring system?

• Are the questions allocated a weighting of importance?

Application of the Instrument 



• Completion of a Companion Document which provides and guidance 
for each question within the draft instrument. 

• Second Phase 2016 – piloting the tool:
establish the validity of the tool:

 Face Validity

Reliability  

 Feasibility 

• Tool publically available once piloted and validated 

Where to from here?  



CREATE – Indigenous Members of Group



CREATE Program Manager:
Ms Karen Glover
Email: karen.glover@sahmri.com
P 08 8128 4262

CREATE Website:  http://create.joannabriggs.org/

For Further Information

mailto:karen.glover@sahmri.com


Questions
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