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Ψ¢ƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ  ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ LƴŘƛƎŜƴƻǳǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛǎ ǘƛŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ 
ƻŦ ŎƻƭƻƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴΧΦΦIƛǎǘƻǊȅ ǿŀǎ ǘƻƭŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŜȅŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƻƴƛǎŜǊǎΦ 
Indigenous people tended not to have a voice and were 
ŘŜƘǳƳŀƴƛȊŜŘ ƻǊ ΨƻǘƘŜǊŜŘΩ ŀǎ ƻōƧŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘΦ 

Cultural  practices were misrepresented and described in ways that 
reflected non-LƴŘƛƎŜƴƻǳǎΩ ǾŀƭǳŜǎΣ ōŜƭƛŜŦǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜƧǳŘƛŎŜǎΩ  

Source: Laycock et al, 2011

Historical Context



CREATE - Vision

Centre of Research Excellence in Aboriginal 
Chronic Disease Knowledge Translation and 

Exchange
CREATE aims to assist the Aboriginal health sector 

better collate, document and use existing knowledge 
on better ways to coordinate and provide chronic 
disease prevention & treatment. It will translate 

evidence into practical tools for health services to 
improve their services & care.



ÅSystematic Reviews:  produce forms of most reliable and useful 
evidence to guide and inform decision makers in the health arena 

ÅHowever, this form of evidence has been under utilised within the 
Australian Indigenous Health landscape as a tool to inform decision 
making

ÅLack of attention to Indigenous worldviews in primary research, and 
this has been replicated in systematic review method guidance and 
tools. 

ÅQuality needs to meet both Standardised methods as well as 
Indigenous ethical perspectives and values

Why develop an Indigenous Appraisal 
Instrument?



Iinsert word maps

Existing tools and guidance

LǎƴΩǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ŀ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ƻŦ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƴƎΣ 
synthesising and appraising evidence using our 

existing tools?



But, viewed from an Aboriginal and 
¢ƻǊǊŜǎ {ǘǊŀƛǘ LǎƭŀƴŘŜǊ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜΧ

Who decides 
what quality 

is?

What 
counts as 
evidence?

What is a legitimate topic 
of study?

What makes some evidence 
better (or worse) than others?

How do we 
measure 
ΨƘŜŀƭǘƘΩΚ


